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YOUR GUIDE TO

UNDERSTANDING EDUCATION JARGON

What are they talking about?

Last time you talked to a “professional”, were you

confused by some of the language they used?

This leaflet explains the technical terms used in the world of

Special Educational Needs
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS AND CARERS OF CHILDREN

WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

ADVICES - A set of reports written by professionals and parents, which assist the Area Manager when making a decision whether or not to issue a proposed statement.

ADVISORY SERVICE  -   School Advisers work with schools to look at ways in which they can improve. An S.E.N. Adviser specialises in helping schools meet the needs of S.E.N. pupils. 

ANNUAL REVIEW  -  A yearly meeting (the first being 12 months after the issue of the statement) where the needs of the child are reviewed and the statement amended if necessary.

APPEAL -  Parents can appeal to the independent S.E.N. Tribunal if they cannot reach agreement with the L.E.A. over decisions on their child’s special educational needs.

ASSESSMENT -  (Statutory or Formal) A detailed examination of a child’s special educational needs.  It may lead to a statement of special educational needs.

A.T. -  Attainment Target (National Curriculum).

AUT -  Autism

BASELINE ASSESSMENT  -  An assessment carried out shortly after a child starts primary school to see what he/she can do so teachers can plan for his/her learning needs.

B.S.P. -  Behaviour Support Plan

C.A.M.H.S. -  The Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service provides support to those young people who are experiencing mental health difficulties.

CENTILE - The division of information into 100 groups. For example, a score at the 5th centile means that, on average, only 5 children out of every 100 could be expected to score lower (and 95 would score higher).
CHILD IN NEED - Defined under Section 10 of the Children Act 1989 as a child who is “unlikely to achieve or maintain … a reasonable standard of health and development, without the provision of services by a Local Authority… “ or who is “disabled”.  Every authority has a general duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children in their area who are in need.

CHRONOLOGICAL AGE  - The time in years since birth (i.e. life age).

C.L.D. - Complex Learning Difficulties (includes autism and Asperger’s Syndrome).

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST - Specialist trained in the treatment of emotional and behavioural problems.

C.M.O. -  Clinical Medical Officer.

CODE OF PRACTICE (C.o.P) -  A guide to schools and L.E.A.s about the help they can give to children with special educational needs.  Schools and L.E.A.s must ‘have regard’ to the Code in anything concerning children with special educational needs.

COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT - Development of a child’s ability to understand and to explain relationships; usually the same as intellectual growth.

CONCILIATION - Conciliation involves a third party to help people negotiate with each other.  The conciliator offers advice and possible solutions to problems.

CONNEXIONS SERVICE - A service providing support to all 13-19 year olds to help them move from school to work, further education and adult life.

C.S.A.  -  Childrens Service Authority (Formerly known as the LEA [Lancashire Education Authority])

CURRICULUM - All the courses and learning opportunities a school offers or a course of study being followed by a child.
DAY SPECIAL SCHOOL - A specialist school.

D.D.A. - Disability Discrimination Act

D.F.E.S. - Department for Education and Skills.

DIFFERENTIATION - The way in which the school’s curriculum and teaching methods are adapted to meet the needs of children.

DISABILITY DATABASE - A confidential database of disabled children in Lancashire to provide an information service for parents and to assist statutory services in providing services.
DISAGREEMENT RESOLUTION - A service which informally brings together all the parties in a dispute over SEN issues and seeks to resolve disagreement through discussion.
DISAPPLICATION - The lifting or varying of the requirements of the National Curriculum to meet the needs of the pupil.
EARLY EDUCATION SETTINGS - Educational provision for children under compulsory school age, for example nurseries, pre-schools and registered child-minders.

E.B.D. - Emotional and behavioural difficulties.

E.D.P. - Education Development Plan.

EDUCATION WELFARE OFFICER (E.W.O.)  - A person employed by the L.E.A. to make sure that children are getting the education they need. They deal mainly with school attendance.

EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST (E.P.) [sometimes called ‘Ed. Syke’!] - An Educational Psychologist is asked to help when a child is finding it difficult to learn at school.  S/he may do tests to work out what the problem is.

E.O.T.A.S. - Education otherwise than at school.

E.P.S. - Education Psychology Service.
EXCLUSION - A child who is excluded from school is not allowed to go to school from the time the exclusion is made.  Exclusion can be for a fixed time or permanent.  A child cannot be excluded simply because they have a special educational need.

E.Y.D.C.P. - Early Years Development and Childcare Partnership.

F.A.S.   Funding agency for schools.

F.E. - Further Education.

FINE MOTOR SKILLS - Complex movements of hands and fingers which require practice to accomplish (e.g. fastening buttons, holding pencils etc).

FORMAL ASSESSMENT - see ASSESSMENT (Statutory or Formal)

G.C.S.E. - General Certificate of Secondary Education.

GOVERNORS  - A school’s governing body oversees the workings of the school. It includes a Parent Governor and a S.E.N. Governor.
GROSS MOTOR SKILLS - Skills which involve large muscle activity (e.g. rolling, walking, crawling, jumping, running).

H.I. - Hearing Impaired.

H.M.I. -  Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Schools.

I.B.P. - Individual Behaviour Plan.

I.C.T. - See Information Technology 

I.E.P. - An Individual Education Plan is drawn up by a school’s S.E.N.C.O.  It sets targets for a child to achieve and a date for a review of progress.
INCLUSION - A process by which schools, local education authorities and others develop their cultures, policies and practices to include pupils.
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL -  A school which is funded independently of local or central government.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY - (I.T.) Refers to the whole area of computers both portable and desktop.

I.P.S. - (previously referred to as Named Person) Independent Parental Supporter.  Someone independent from the L.E.A., who can support parents through the SEN process.

I.Q. Intelligence Quotient – a measure of intellectual ability, where a score of 100 indicates average.

KEY STAGES - The National Curriculum uses the term key stages to describe the age band in which the child falls.  Key stage 1 is infant, key stage 2 is junior, key stage 3 is 11-14 years and key stage 4 is 14+ .

L.A. - Local Authority.
LEARNING DIFFICULTY - If a child has a learning difficulty s/he finds it much harder to learn than most children of the same age do.

LINKWORKER - An EWO who acts as an independent link between the child/young person and family and the residential/ out-County schools and offers support to both family and child where necessary.

LOOKED-AFTER CHILD - A child who is ‘cared for’ by the local authority, either in a long-term placement or for short periods.
L.S.A. - Learning Support Assistant.  A non-teaching member of staff who helps to meet the educational needs of children.

L.S.C. -  Learning and Skills Council.

MAINSTREAM SCHOOL - Any school that is not a special school or an independent school.

MAINTAINED SCHOOL - A school funded by the L.E.A.

MEDIATION - Mediation brings people together with an impartial third party to try to resolve disputes and disagreements.  The mediator acts as a facilitator but does not offer advice or solutions.

M.L.D. -  Moderate learning difficulties.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY - A team drawn from more than one profession e.g. health, education, social services.

NAMED OFFICER - A person employed by the L.E.A. who deals with the case of a particular child.

NAMED PERSON – Someone independent who is able to offer information and support to the parent of a child going through statutory assessment or who has a statement.
NATIONAL CURRICULUM - Subjects which must be studied in all schools.

NON-MAINTAINED SPECIAL SCHOOL - A non-profit making special school, approved by the Secretary of State, usually run by a charity.

NOTE IN LIEU - A note, written by the L.E.A., after carrying out an assessment, when they have decided NOT to issue a Statement. It should explain their decision and offer guidelines to school on supporting the child’s special educational needs.

NURSERY NURSE (NNEB) - Individuals who work in day nurseries and nursery schools with responsibility for the care and well being of young children.
OBJECTIVES - The overall, long-term aims to be achieved by the provision for the child.  These should be written into a Statement of S.E.N.

OFSTED - Office for Standards in Education – a government department responsible for the inspection of all schools.

O.T. - Occupational Therapy/Therapist.
OUT OF SCHOOL TUITION - Education on a part-time (10 hours per week) or full-time basis for those children not attending school due to exclusion or who are awaiting a school place.
OUTREACH - School staff working outside their normal setting, usually support teachers, with experience and expertise in teaching pupils with special educational needs.

PAEDIATRICIAN - Specialist children’s doctor.

PASTORAL SUPPORT TEAM - In secondary schools includes form tutors, heads of year and senior teachers.  Often the first point of contact for parents.

P.D. - Physical disability/difficulty.

P.I.P.S. - Performance Indicators in Primary Schools.

P.I.V.A.T.S. - Performance Indicators for Value Added Target Setting.

P.M.L.D. - Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties.
PORTAGE - A home visiting service which offers support, help and advice to families with a child under 5 who has special needs.

P.P.S. – Parent Partnership Service.

PROVISION - The special support and extra help children with S.E.N. receive in school in order to meet their needs.

P.R.U. - A Pupil Referral Unit is a centre that can provide part-time or full-time support for children who are currently not attending school or who need additional help with their behaviour or learning.
PSYCHIATRIST - A qualified doctor who specialises in mental health.

PSYCHOMETRIC TESTS - Used to assess the child’s ability and attainment levels.

PSYCHOLOGIST - See EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST.

PUPIL SERVICES - The team of L.E.A. professionals managed by a Senior Educational Officer.
R.A. - Record of Achievement.
RE-ASSESSMENT - Your child can have another assessment if the L.E.A. decides it is necessary.
RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL - A school where pupils live, during the school term.

REVIEW - Your child’s statement must be looked at (reviewed) at least once a year to check on his/her progress.

S.A.T.s - Standard Assessment Tests which check children’s progress.

SCHOOL ACTION - Extra support for a child who has been identified as having SEN.  The S.E.N.C.O. will draw up an I.E.P. for the child.
SCHOOL ACTION PLUS - External support services will be consulted about provision for the child’s SEN.

S.C.M.O. - Senior Clinical Medical Officer.

S.E.B.D. – Social, emotional & behavioural difficulties.

S.E.N. - Special Educational Needs.  All children who need special help will be described as ‘children with special educational needs.’ One in five children may have some sort of learning difficulty during their school life.

S.E.N.D.I.S.T. - S.E.N. and Disability Tribunal.

S.E.N. Officer – An officer of the L.A., who can support parents through the SEN process.
S.E.N.C.O. - Special Educational Needs Co-Ordinator. The teacher in a school who is responsible for arranging the extra help for children with special educational needs.

S.L.D. - Severe Learning Difficulties.

S.M.O. - School Medical Officer.

SETTINGS - Educational provision for children under compulsory school age, for example nurseries, pre-schools and registered child-minders.

SPECIAL SCHOOLS - These are schools that specialise in working with children with particular disabilities.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL PROVISION - The special help given to children with SEN.

SPECIAL UNITS - These are units that are often attached to ordinary schools.  They cater for children with special needs just like Special Schools.
SPECIFIC LEARNING DIFFICULTY (Sp.L.D.) - A child has a Specific Learning Difficulty if s/he has a problem with one or more areas of the curriculum, usually reading, writing, spelling and/or number work.

SPEECH THERAPIST – Specialist in diagnosing and treating speech and language disorders who works in schools, hospitals and clinics.

SPEECH THERAPY – The diagnosis and treatment of speech and language disorders.  Children are normally referred for speech therapy by a doctor.

S.S.A. – Special Support Assistant.

STATEMENT – A document that that sets out a child’s needs and all the extra help (provision) s/he should get.

STATUTORY ASSESSMENT – See ASSESSMENT (Statutory or Formal).

TARGETS – The individual goals set for a child.  Targets are a way of checking the child’s progress.  They should be written into the I.E.P. and reviewed regularly.

TRANSITION PLAN – A plan drawn up following the Year 9 Annual Review of the Statement.  Information is gathered from parents and professionals, including the Connexions Service and school.  A structured plan of action is drawn up to ensure that the transfer from school to adult life is well planned.

TRIBUNAL – An independent body that hears appeals against decisions made by the L.A.

V.I. – Visually Impaired.

VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS – Non-profit making organisations which often involve volunteers as well as paid staff.  They range from large national to small local organisations and usually aim to help specific groups of people in society.

WORK EXPERIENCE – A system which allows students approaching the end of their secondary education the opportunity to take part in work placements.
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